
Case Study
The City of New Hope, Minnesota

How Centra Homes transformed one of the last great resources in New Hope, 
Minnesota into the city’s first new home community in three decades

The Parkview community lies at the heart of the northern section of the City of New Hope, Minnesota. Home 
to nearly 21,000 residents, it has been completely built-out for decades. In 2012, the city purchased the 
shuttered Winnetka Learning Center and the 17+ acres on which it was situated. City leaders in this fully 
developed Twin Cities suburb quickly dubbed the land “One of the last great resources in the City of New Hope.”
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New Hope city planners, in seeking the highest and best 
use for the land, showed the site to a variety of developers, 
from retail and office to rental housing and single-family 
home developers. They decided that what was most need-
ed was a revitalization of the city’s housing stock to both 
attract new residents and accommodate a growing popu-
lation.

Residents voiced their concerns about neighborhood-level 
density, claiming that a high-density development would 
run counter to the city’s character, increase traffic and 
decrease surrounding home values.

City leaders listened, and low-density, while maintaining 
an adequate tax base, became one requirement to be 
communicated to the new community’s developer. City 
council members also expressed a desire for restrictive 
covenants in the HOA documents to limit the number of 
homes that could be sold to investors, thereby assuring 
owner-occupancy. 
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In May 2013, the New Hope City Council 
heard two proposals for a housing develop-
ment. In November of that year, they chose 
Centra Homes’ plan to transform the parcel 
into the city’s first new-home community in 
more than three decades.
  
Centra collaborated with city officials on their 
strategy to expand the area’s limited supply of 
step-up single-family homes as well as some-
thing the city currently lacked – townhomes.

Centra also evaluated the community for 
opportunities to enrich residents’ lives with 
open-space amenities, such as green spaces 
and strategically located ponds throughout 
the development. The property, now known as 
Parkview, is home to 29 single-family, step-up 
homes, 31 detached townhomes and the ful-
fillment of another of the city’s visions – land-
scaping to attract wildlife to the area.  The 
bonus? The City of New Hope has broadened 
its tax base.

STRATEGY

Shortly after breaking ground at the Winnetka 
Learning Center site, Centra homes’ engineers per-
formed soil-boring tests. The results showed areas 
in which the soil contained a high percentage of or-
ganic material – peat layers – that, in some areas, 
extended as much as 20-feet deep. 

The high level of organic material causes the soil to 
shift and change, making it unsuitable for building.
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SOLUTION & RESULTS
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Visit CentraHomes.com to discover how 
Centra can deliver solutions to your 

development challenges.

Centra worked closely with its engineers and the City of 
New Hope to come up with an alternative plan for the site. 
The new plan included relocating the roadways away from 
the areas with poor soil and, in their place, they added 
storm water and filtration ponds.

The developer also showed a willingness to work with the 
city on the additional costs that would be incurred to deal 
with the challenge.

New Hope City Councilman Daniel Stauner was pleased with 
the outcome, telling Centra Homes’ CEO Dale Wills that 
“I think you’ve done a really excellent job dealing with the 
situation in which you found yourselves.” City Manager Kirk 
McDonald agreed, commending Centra Homes “for revising 
the plan and not abandoning the project.” 
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